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Riour HowouRABLE Sin, 


Caxxor but condole with you on rhe i un⸗ 
welcome publication of Mr. Haſtings's 

late Letter to the Court of Directors; not 
merely becaule the honour which, as a moſt 
able compoſition, it reflects upon the talents 

of its Author, muſt naturally be grating to 

an enmity ſo rancorous and implacable as 


Your's ; but (what is infinicely more morti- 


fying) becauſe the conſcious warmth of inno- 
cence, the irreſiſtable farce of truth, and the 
* 


- 
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(4) 
naked diſplay of fact, with which every line 


df it is replete, have at once, confdted, over- 
turned and done away the whole of thoſe 


frivolous, indecent, and unſupported charges, 


which for two Years together have been ob- 


truded on the public, from the Sclet Com- 
mittee, I ſay tbe whole, altho*' that wonder- 


ful letter comprehends a compleat ſummary - 


only of the grounds and circumſtances of the 
revolution at Benares. But as the expulſion 


of Cheyt Sing was your ſtrong ground, and 


as your remarks have been particularly in- 
temperate and acrimonious on that ſubject; 


a a candid, ample, and ſatisfactory exculpation 


from all your criminatory diſcuſſions on this 
one article, ſecures ah unprejudiced bearing, 
and, (as you will one day feel,) a BO 
acquittal | in all he reſt, —— 


= 
N 


This n at Benares appears in. 


Is deed to have occupied an excluſive ſhare of 


your attention. From the firſt moment that 


imperfect intelligence of the tranſaction ar- 


rived, you faſtened on it with an eagerneſs 


that exhibited nothing leſs than impartiality : 


and precipitately -hurried the crude materials 
into the Houſe of Commons in your ſetond 


Report, 
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Report, before it was poſſible, that any clear 
or liberal judgment could be formed of the 
*merits of the affair. As ſoon, however, as 
the uncertainty of vague ſurmiſe had given 
place to ſomewhat of conſiſtent information, 
Governor Johnſtone, in one of the moſt power- 
ful pieces of oratory that ever dignified a 
popular Aſſembly, turned the tide of opinion 
decidedly againſt you, and eſtabliſhed the 
prudence, the juſtice, the policy of the 
Governor  GeneraPs conduct, on grounds 


which temerity itſelf, urged by all the im- | | 


pulſe of malevolence, would hardly. have at- 
tempted to undermine. . But Tour purpoſes 
are not ſo eaſily ſhaken; Your verſatility is 
not ſo ſpeedily foiled; and I can readily diſ- 
cover in your late Supplement to the ſecond - 

Report (which indeed you may well bluſh 

not to have been the firſt ſyHable you have 

uttered on that topic) as many objections 
aimed at the Governor's admirable Speech, as 
at the Narrative of Mr. Haſtings, which for 
the firſt time you have.now had the oppor- 
tunity to diſcuſs, and whom you had pre- 
viouſly vilified, reprobated, and condemned 
with half his ſtory untold. Here too your 
'Cunnpy is .milecably: interrupted, by the un- 
1 5 ſcaſonable 


8 
| feaforable arrival of the Governor General's 
moſt excellent Letter,—addrefled indeed, to 
the Court of Directors, but more irmmediate- 
Iy applicable to Tou: For They, to ſay the 
truth, have been but too much the humble 
inſtrument of your paſſions, and their dic- 
ta tes ſeem but Echoes to the Reports of the 
Select Committee. Lou have, Sir, been 
fingularly induſtrious in precluding from the 
Councils of Leadenhall-Street, every poſſible 
_ chance” or pretenſion to originality, in the 
Condemnation of any of Mr. Haſtings's pub- 
lic meaſures 5 And I have now before me in 
the Contents of your ninth and tenth Re- 
ports, and in your Supplement to the ſecond, 
anticipated abuſe, and prompted Anathemas 
on almoſt every ſubject, which is likely to 
be agitated in the Court of Directors, as - 
matter for their general Letters to Bengal in 
the approaching ſcaſon. The opinions, the poli- 
tics, the commands of the Eaſt- India Company 
originate in the Select Committee Chamber, 
and their correſpondence is become little more | 
than the vehicle of Mr. Burke's ſpeculative | 
incoherencies and injurious perſonalities. It 
+ not therefore more extraordin ary, that Mr. 
NP" s late Letter, containing a complete 
i nen 


1 
refutation of certain articles alledged and 
maintained by the Court of Directors, ſhould 
ſtill more pointedly meet the topics on Which 
you have ſince ſo unmercifully inſiſted: than 
that the ſame objections ſtarted many months 
ago by the Directors, ſhould at a ſubſequent 
period occupy a diſtinguiſhed place in one of 

Your Reports, amplified, embelliſhed, and im- 
proved with all your fertility of invention 
and artifice of arrangement. In compliment 

to the reluctance with which I kaow you 
muſt quit Cheyt Sing's cauſe, and to gratify 
your ears once more with the pleaſing ſound 
of that favourite name, I ſhall in the courſe 


of my correſpondence, take the liberty f 


adding a few obſervations, however. ſuper- 
| fluous, to the manly, victorious, and con- 
cluſive arguments of the Governor General, 
And though in the preſent ſtate of things, 
humbled, (as you muſt be) by the conſciouſ- 
neſs of detection in premeditated untruths; 
debaſed (as you moſt aſſuredly are) in the 
eyes oi the public, as much for the groſs 
illiberality of your attacks on ſome of the 
brighteſt characters of the age, as for. Your 
unbluſhing patronage of convicted defaulters; 
and * (as you will very ſoon experi- 


na 
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ence) to the ſcorn and neglect of thoſe very 
colleagues, whoſe purpoſes your duplicity 
had ſerved, or whoſe' ſympathy your neceſ- 
ſities had excited, there can be little probabi- 
ty, that the poiſon you have already ad- 
miniſtered, ſhould ever work its malignant 
operation, and ſtil] leſs that you ſhould here- 

after be ſuffered to litter the ' Speaker's table 

with a freſh'doſe : I cannot let your unpre- 
cedented malice ſhelter itſelf under the ob- 

ſcurity of public indifference, without once 
more caſting down the gauntlet of defiance 
to all your attempts for affixing the ſtighteſt 
ſtigma of "delinquency on the character of 
Mr. Haſtings. © I have already, Sir, with 
-all humility attended your progreſs through 
eight voluminous Reports: I narrowly ſcru- 
tinized their ſeveral contents, and have im- 
- parted the reſult of my obſervations to the 
public. I have yet to learn, that any thing 
falſe, or injurious, or uncandid, has fallen 
from my pen: my tale has been plain and un- 
varniſhed, but it has not been denied and it 
cannot be confuted. I nom enter the liſts 
with confidence. The world is apprized of 
the ſide on which truth has hitherto com- 
bated, and the half of your aſſertions is al- 
e | ready 


„ 


deady diſbelieved befote I write 4 ſyllable : 


the reſt are ſuſpected for their mere plauſibi- 
lity. Mr. Burke is no longer a formidable 
-opponent ; obſtinately muuſtrivus in the ruin 
of a man whom he cannot imitate, he: loſes 
his temper in proportion as the taſſe becomes 
more difficult: and 'endeavours by the ſcur- 
rility of his language to make up for the de- 
frciency of his reaſonings.” A Fencing maſter 
in a paſſion is diſarmed by the meancſt of his 
Scholars: and I am not the only antagoniſt 
Who has taken advantage of your very fury 
to aim, a ſucceſsful: attack. Lou have read 
the Letters of 4 Citizen in the Morning 
Herald — You have ſeen two Letters from 
Major Scott, on the inſmuations contained 
in the ninth Report: Should your doughty 
Chairman be ever permitted or induced to 
ſtagger to the Speaker's Chair with another 
Ream of ſophiſtical ahſurdities, half the 
town will ſtart up to diſſect and expoſe them. 
| Every man who can hold a pen, will employ 
it in 1 detection of ſome freſh error or 
untruth, and your Reports will excite a dif- 
guſt and diſreſpect as general as that which 
| hath of late notoriouſly attended your 
ſpeeches, 
X. B After 
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Aſter all, can you ſuppoſe that the public, | 


; eager to teſtify their exalted ſenſe of Mr. Haf- 


tings's political merits, and to taſte their im- 
mediate advantages, will ſtoop to dabble in 


the miſerable dirt of your gth Report? Can 


you flatter yourſelf, that the ſtale and wretched 


dregs of Mr. Francis's crnninatory manufac- 


tory, ſtill retain venom enough to hurt the 


Governor-General ? For the deſpicable inſi- 


pidity of ſuch a ſecond-hand potion ſilent 
+ contempt is the proper antidote, But that 


you may not find one ſource of triumph 
even in the eſcape from palpable detection, I 
will here haſtily anſwer the moſt virulent of 
the charges brought forward in your gth Re- 


port, under their ſeveral heads. 


.-ift. Nundcomar's execution. 


You write (Ninth Report, page 7. \« The 
« ſufferer, the Rajah Nundcomar, appears 


A at the very time of this extraordinary pro- 


« ſecution; a diſcoverer of ſome particulars 


« of illicit gain, then charged 8 75 Mr. 


Gs + Haſtings,” the Governor General. 
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Major Scott has informed vou with truth, 
Sie Mr. Haſtings neither-did, nor could 
| interfere in the Trial or Execution of Nund- 
comar: and I now add, that the Raja was 
; no diſcoverer, (for he could never ſubſtantiate 
a ſingle diſcovery) but a lying informer z 
that in his laſt moments, he thought of no- 
thing leſs* than of making good his aſ- 
ſertions reſpecting the Governor General's 
peculations, and that the paper written the 
night before his execution, which was after- 
wards burnt as a libel, did not contain a 
ſyllable relative to that ſubject. A perſon 
who tranſlated that paper, from the Raja's 
own writing, is ready to ſwear to the fact. 


2d. New Plan of i page 19. | 


The Change? S exiſtence i in Europe is 
founded on commerce; and their Sales at the 
India-Houſc are the only means of keeping 
up the neceſſary circulation of caſh. It is 
poſſible that the Company axigbt ſubliſt, and 
it is fair to ſuppoſe it fully equal to the trial 
of ſubſiſting for one year without any actual 
gain whatſoever : but without circulation it is 
impoſſible that ic ſhould ſubfilt at all. The | 
B2 Bengal 
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Bengal government finding it impraflicable 
to convert any part of their current reve nues 
into goods for Europe, and being therefore 
unable to ſecure to the Company its cuſtomary 
profits, were obliged, as their laſt rgiource, to 
advert to a plan for enſuring, at leaſt, the cir- 
culation of caſh: For however the Committee 
may be inclined to doubt the fact, it is moſt 
certain, that . fuch a ſeheme“ (as that origi- 
hally propoſed by the Council. general, or am 
ſcheme) ** is preferable to the total ſuſpenſion 
, trade, n -which in my opinion im plies 
neither more nor leſs than inflant bankruptcy, = 
When the firſt outline of the plan arrived, the 
Select Committee, with their uſual alacrity, 

went to work upon thediſcovery and diſplay of 
its every probable or poſſible diſadvantage : = 
and had, it appears, proceeded ſo far as to 
teave it dubious (io themſelves only,) whether 
it would not have been almoſt as convenient 
to have ſuſpended the trade entirtly ; when 
another diſpatch brought word that the firit 
plan had been ſet aſide altogether ; and that 
the Council-General had found the means of 
negociating a loan for the proviſion of the 
current inveſtment (notwithſtanding all their 
n and- difficulties) at a rate nearly as 
Dh, os favour. 
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favourable (and much more ſo in. reſpe& to 
the time at which the. drafts are to be given! 
as that which to the Dutch, Danes, and Por- 
tugueze, has been for ſome years paſt the main 
ſpring of all their Indian commerce. Can- 
dour ſurely - required that objections to a 
ſcheme which had not taken place, ſhould have 
been ſuppreſſed; at leaſt that its defef75 ſhould 
have been contraſted with the comparative 
merits of the new one. So far from it, that the 
Committee having laboured with all their ſo» 
phiſtical acrimony, to deny and condemn the 
original ſcheme, gravely inform us, (when 
their bile is exhauſted) that 20 ſuch ſcheme 
exiſts ; and then proceed with the ſame impar- 
tiality of ſtatement; and delicacy of obſerva- 
tion, to comment on that which has been ſub- 
ſtituted in its place. I he ſituation of the 
Company,“ they obſerve (Page 22) © under 
* this perpetual variation of ſyſtem in their 
* inveſtment, is truly perplexing.” Granted; 
But this perplexity is an evil inherent in the 
very core and conſtitution of commerce. And 
indted I am much ſurprizetl, that neither Mr. 
Burke, nor any of his reſpectable friends, 
ſhould- have known, or heard, or ſurmiſed, 
that in all ſituations, a neceſſity of borrowing 

3 | | money 
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; money ſubjects the borrower to a thouſand 
perplexities in the mode, and chat even the 
credit of the Britiſh nation will not enable a 
Miniſter to dictate the terms of his loan. 
54 i 4 


3d. Opium Contract given to Mr. Sulivan. 


After much miſrepreſentation and falſe rea- 
ſoning on the ſubje& of this Contract, all of 


- which Major Scott has ſatisfactorily refuted, 


you ſay, Page 39. Your Committee ex- 
„ amining Mr, Higginſon, late a Member of 
„ the Board of Trade on that ſubjc&, were 
c informed, that this Contract, very ſoon after 
„ the making, was generally underſtood at Cal- 
& cutta, to have been fold to this Mr, Benn 
* but that he could not particularize the ſum 
„ for which it had been aſſigned ; and that 
« Mr. Benn had afterwards ſold it to Mr. 
« Young.” You then, in the true ſpirit of 
Committee-inference, praucunce upon the fall: 
« By this tyanſaction it appears clearly, that the 
« Contract was given to Mr. Sulivan for no 
« other purpoſe than to ſupply him with a 
&« ſum of money.” What tranſaction do you 
mean, and where does any thing appear /o 
clearly F Mr, — ſtates a general re. 
| ' port, 
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pork of which he does not pretend to aſcer- 
tain the circumſtances, and with you it is in a 
moment transformed, by hocus pocus, into a 
tranſaction. Surely ſuch a glealer in vernacular 
literature as yourſelf muſt have recollected, 
that, © one ſhould never believe above half 
of a Report.” (even ſetting thoſe of the Se- 
| le& Committee out of the queſtion.) Poſſibly, 
Sir, upon ſecond enquiry, you might find the 
whole tranſaction to exiſt only in the Report, 
of which your Report is the echo, and that 
Mr. Sulivan holds che contract for himſelf to 
this day. 


Ach. Colonel M4Lean's offer of dense in 
the name of Mr. Haſtings. : 
In the 52d page of the Niath Report, you 
have condeſcended to make ule of this pitiful , 
ſtory ; and you remark on it, that © a ſanction 
vas hereby given to all future defiance of 
32 every authority in this kingdom.” You 
forget, that #tvice ſince that period, the firſt 
Miniſter of this country has effectually an- 
nulled the whole tranſaction by a parliamen- 
tary re-appointment of Mr. Haſtings; and 
that even ſuppoling the reſignation at that 

N die 
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time valid { (whichhis Majefty's Judges in India 
denied, and which neither the Directors, nor the 
King's Miniſters, nor you, with all your logic, 

| Have attempted to eftabliſh upon procf) Mr. 
Haſtings, under the two ſubſequent acts of 


parliament, is altogether a new Governor- 
General, and acts under a new commiſſion, 


Ty Indepericient of the former. | 
b. Diſobedience of Os page 54; dae 


The Poa of Catimons, the Miniſtry, the 
whole nation, are eq ually ſick of your nau- 
mr _— and incorrigible miſrepreſen- 
rations, reſpecting the removal of Meſſrs, 
— and Fowke, from their offices. Major 
Scott, both in his evidence before your Com- 
mittee, and in his printed letter to you, has 
explained the merits of their removal in 
the moſt explicit terms. The [neceſſity of 
political confidence between the principal and 
ſubordinates in the adminiſtration of a king- 
dom, and in the intercourſe between different 
nations, is furely as apparent, as bas of a good 
| tonderftanding between the head of an office and 
his clerks. And then that Ton, Sir, of all 


—_ mould o long and ſo loudly enclala 
; againſt 


| [4 17 ) 
againſt ſach ſort of exertions I- But 1 * 
your pardon. — When your Ninth Report was 
fabricated, you might flatter - yourſelf that 
the gauze of hypocriſy which had ſo repeats, 
edly ſucceeded in concealing the real deſigns. 


of Mr. Burke, would prove ample enough to 
cloak, and ſubſtantial enough to hide the 
myſteries of. Meſſrs. Powel and Bembridge« 
Mr. Haſtings removed. Mefirs. Briſtow and 
Fowke, to make room for others whom he 
could truſt, and without whom be could not c. 
ecute to advantage t be bujineſ* 5 of hg ftati:n. You 
are, perhaps, by _— time, convinced * 
was tl 125 „ 212 tige > 28 


| 6th. Removal r Mahomed Rags: Khan, 


+I 00 uhooy wabls wCli ed 
22 of your 5th Report, you wi find the ma- 
jority of the Council- General at Calcutta, to 
| have © Reſolved, that the Board recommend 
< Mahomed Reza Khan, to the Nabob; to be 
« Miniſter ot the Government, and guardian 
* of his minority.” Upon this appointment 
the Directors expreſs their ſentiments, Page 
2% as follows, We were always of opinion, 
C that 


z—  —— — — — — — 
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8 chat an able, oſtenſible Miniſter, A the 


«© minority of the Nabob, would be neceſſary.“ 
Is it not clear by implication, that the Coun- 
cil-General alluded to, and the Directors un- 


derſtood, the probability of a change in 


this appointment, when the Nabob's mino- 
rity ſhould be expired? Mahomed Reza 
Khan's behaviour appears to have been uni- 
formly diſguſting to the Nabob; and the 
leaſt ſurely that the lineal deſcendant of 
the acknowledged Sovereign of the coun- 
try (himſelf alſo titular ſovereign) could 
claim, was an exemption from the interference 
of a man whom he deteſted, in his private 
affairs ; from the domeſtic tyranny of a native, 


certainly his inferior, and nominally his tub- 
ject.— If his inexperience rendered ſome con- 
troul neceſſary, that controul muſt be much 


leſs galling, if exerted through the immediate 
influence of the actual government, and by 
one of thoſe Foreigners, whoſe. perſonal and 
unqueſtioned ſuperiority had acquired them 
the decided dominion of che whole country. 
I now come to your favorite ſubject, he 
e of Benares, wherein you obſerve 
Gf 


"| 
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(iſt page, ſupplement to ad report) that 
« Cheyt Sing, fon and ſucceſſor to Bulwant |, 
« Sing, was deprived of all rank, power and 
% conimand in that Zemindarry, which was 
: 6 the inheritance of his anceſtors.” How you 


came by this tail. piece of your information, I 
will not preſume to aſk; for although I am 
ſure that Cheyt Sing himſelf did not, in fact, 
ſucceed to the Zemindarry by any legal and 
authentic zitle of inberitance; his anceſtors, for 
ought I know, might have held and availed 
themſelves of ſuch a claim ſome generations 
back, and you may have been excluſively fa- 
voured with a view of the title deeds. This 
circumſtance,” however, of the inheritance, was 
providently inſerted to ſecure a more ready | 
aſſent to your. remark, ſubſequently intro- 
duced (page 3) Tour Committee do not 

find the Governor-General well founded in 


e his aſſertion, that it was from bis influence 


< that Cheyt Sing obtained the f legal title 
that his family ever poſſeſſed, of property 
in the land, in 1773, &c. &c. This ob- 
jection, which coſt you near two pages to 
diſcuſs (altho' you grant it be nothing to the 
purpoſe, but to ſne that no objection comes 


amiſs) * NPE upon ** inconteible proof,” 
1 C 2 Which | 


2 £. — 
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_ "(which I ſhall not diſpute with you) * that 
« Rajah Cheyt Sing had aBually mjcyed all the 
* rights of a Zemindar three years before that 
* period.” —But you ought to have proved 
that Cheyt Sing then, or at any time before, 
paſſeſſed a Ia title to thoſe rights, Mr. 
Haſtngs's aſſe tion gots only to the arguif- = 
tian of the title, not to the enjoyment of the 
#ights; Thoſe had been held by interpoſition, 
by counnivance, by uſurpation, — by what you 
will, but not by a legal title: Let me aſk you, 
Sir, what you underſtand by «© @ Zemin- 
darry?”* is it not an hereditary Fief ? is it not 
the neceſfary inherent property of aZemindarry 
to be hereditary and is it not in proof that 
Cheyt Sing did nat come to it by inheritance? 
You well know (for it is to be found in che 
zoth and 11th pages ofyour 2d Report) that 
when Rajah Bulwant Sing died, the Govern- 
ment of Bengal informed the Court of Di- 
rectors, of the conſequence it was to their 
_ * affairs, that the fucceffion to the Zemin- 
* darry of Benares ſhauld continue in the 
„ family, bus zhat it was a-delicate point to . 
&*. compliſh with the Vizier, that the occaſion 
©. demanded immediate di ſpatch, and the Pre- 
2 er was * to write to the Vir 
55 * accordingly, 


10.) Cheyt Sing was admitted ( a phe earneſt 


6a 3 
& accordingly, in ſavor of the fon of the late 
6 Rajah, in terms that would leaft awake 
« his jealouſy, A jealous, ſuſpicious dif- 
* polition of the old Rajah—may poſſibly 
have been the reaſon why the ſon. was not 
included in the treaty of 1765, for had he ex- 
« preſfed- 4 wiſh to ſecure the Zemindarry in bis 
 oron family, at a time when the Vizier was 
4 


© receiving back his Counery from our hands, 
42 doubt can. ſeareeſy be formed but it 


* ound have deen attended with ſucceſs: 


but ſuſpicious probably of the conſe- 
u quenees that ug ſow Rouli think be bad a 


a * right te the fuccefſion, —his vol $a] 


to center in ſelf-ſecurity.” / Phe Vizier 
clearly appears, had given Bulwant Sic « 


Cowinama for bimfolf onſ> the treaty of Alla 


| habad expreſſed no more (2d Report, page 


«*% recommendation and requeſ* of the Bengal- 


Council (page 11) and not upon any egabnerle 


or claim of right whatſoever) to hold the Ze- 


mindarry on the ſame terms as his Favher, (i. e. 
in capite.) At this time therefore the tenure 
was at leaſt precarious : the Vier con- 
fſidered his former ack as of little validiey,” 
MIA and the Council of Bengel muſt / 


have 


by 


( 22 ) 
3 had ſome ſuſpicions of the ſame nature, 
by impowering Mr. Haſtings to renew the 
_ % Bipulation” (page 11). The Governor ac- 
cordingly, to remove all ambiguity, changed 
the very eſſence of the tenure, by obtaining 
from the Vizier an engagement, ** confirm» 
<« ing to Rajah Cheyt Sing and his poſterity, 
6 the ſtipulations formerly made in, behalf of 
« his father, Bulwant Sing.“ This therefore 
eſtabliſhes beyond a poſſibility of cavil, what 
the Governor General aſſerts in his narra- 
tive : ** Cheyt. Sing obtained from our influ-. 
< ence, exerted by myſelf, the firſt legal title that 
his family ever poſſeſſed of property in ibe 
* lang, (mark that) of which he, till. then, 
* was only the Aumil, and of which he be- 
« came the acknowledged Zemindar, by a ſun- + 
nud granted to him by the Nabob, Sujah 
„ Dowlah, at my inſtance, in the month of 
66 September, 1773. Mr. Haſtings there-- 
fore, even in this preliminary article (which 
you have gone out of your way to overſet,) in 
this aſſertion, which appeared quite contra- 
« dictory to the matter contained in their 8 
* (the Committec's) former Report,” is, as 
uſual, manifeſtly in che right, and you are in 
the mY And now l diſincumbered 
Cheyt | 


- « 


* — 


( 23 ) 
Cheyt Sing of the inheritance of his anceſtors, I 
will, with your leave, proceed to examine 
thoſe rights, which, whether as Aumil, Tri- 
butary Zemindar, or Prince and Noble of the 
Country, you are ſo anxious to inveſt him 
with. "Your mode of aſcertaining. theſe rights 
is pecuhar to the ſyſtem adopted for the gene- 
ral uſe of your India Reports. It conſiſts net 


in quoting the different articles of the deed, 


by which he holds the Zemindarry from the 
Company: but in garbling from different mi- 
nutes of the different Members of the Council 


General at different periods, their different 


opinions as to what indulgence it would be po- 


litically uſeful and proper to allow the Raja, 
as his general rights. That the Gentlemen of 
the Council ſhould thus ſettle among them- 


ſelves (Supplement to. ad Report, pages 13 
and 14) what ſort of privileges they would 
be pleaſed to admit for his rights, amounts 
in my mind to a proof, that in point of 
legal title or eſtabliſned pretenſion, he poſs 
ſeſſed no rights but ſuch as were common. to 


other ſubjects of the Mogul Empire. The 


ſeparate opinions delivered in the Council- 


General, which are ſo otten invidiouſly quot- 


ed through your Supplement, are by no 


— 


0 | 
means binding on the Company at large on 
any other principle, than as they became the 
grounds of thoſe public inſtruments, by which 

Cheyt Sing held his Territory. It would be 
very amuſing, if all the diſcordant fenerments 
uttered in his Majeſty's Cabinet, were to be 
appealed to as rules of State, or ties upon 
Government. 1 cannot however quit theſe 
opinions of Council, without a ſhort tribute 


7H of applauſe to Mr. Barwell's accurate ex- 


perience of Aſiatic tempers, and well-· cold prug- 
noſtication of Cheyt Sing's defection, ſix years 
before it happened. The Rajah ſhould 
et have the ſtrongeſt tie of intereſt to ſupport 
% our Government, in cafe of any future rup- 
«ture with the Soubah of Oude. To make 
e this his intereſt, he muſt not be tributary 
« to the Engliſh Governmem; for from the 
< inſtant he becomes its tributary, from that 
moment we may expect him to ſide againſt 
« us, and zy zaking advantage of the troubles 
* and commetions that may ariſe, attempi to diſbur- 
* dem himſelf of bis pecuniary obligations.” (Sup- 


plement, page 13.) The Governor-General 
had uniformly recommended favourable terms 
for Cheyt Sing, under the idea, (Page 12) 
chat, by proper encouragement” and pro» 

_ tection 


( 255 

teclion he may prove a profitable depen- 
dent, an uſeful barrier, and even a 8 
« ao the Company.” But theſe tavour- 
able terms never could become 7ights, unleſs 
ratified by the Sunnud and Cabooleat, which 
united the two parties: And a man who 
could refuſe to contribute 5 lacks of rupees 
out of 30, and to furniſh 1000 cavalry out of 
above 1700 (ſee Appendix) to the relicf of 
his Sovereign's moſt preſſing exigencies, cer- 
tainly proved himſelf a moft ditaffefted ſub- 
ject, and but little qualified tor an uſeful | 
ally, If Mr. Haſtings, i in 1773, reſiſted an 
« application, made in very earneſt terms by 
the Vizier, to diſpoſſeſs Cheyt Sing of his 
« forts of Bidjegur and Luttyfpoor,“ (page 
15) it was not ſo much on account of the 
Raja's independent right to chem, as for the 
purpoſe of ſecuring to the Company a Bar- 
Tier againft that very Vizier, a meaſure 
which was always uppermolt in his choughts: 
and though it be true, that in 1775, it was 
the Governor-Generals opinion (page 14) 

that the perpetual and independent poſ- 
L ſeſſion of the Zemindarry of Benares, and 
its dependencies, ſhould be confirmed and 


guaranteed to Cheyt Sing, and his heirs tor 
D ever“ 


<2) 
eher. it is no leſs in proof, that “the 
E Goyernor- Generals propoſitions did not ex- 
* cluſively form the baſis of the treaty 
4 with Aſoph- ul-Dowla;“ ard therefore this 
Opinion, that Cheyt Sing ought to have been 
totally freed from the remains of his then was 
ſalage, cannot operate againſt his conduct, 
under an agreement different from that pro- 
poſed by him, and upon a ſyſtem, which only 
transferred thoſe remains of vaſſalage,” hat- 
ever they might be, by which Cheyt Sing 
was then bound, from one Sovereign to ano- 
ther. Admitting, however, all the ſpeculative 
rights, with which the Select Committee have 
been pleaſed to inveſt Cheyt Sing, I do not 
bnd among them, even by implication, the 
Tight of defending himſelf by the ſuord againſt 
his lawful Sovereign. That at leaſt is a right 
not compatible with the principles of Aſiatic 
Government; and/the Committce's miſerable 
ſubterfuge in his apology, does but little ho- 
nor either to their logic or their politics. 
« The Rajah's conduct on this trying and 
< tempting occaſion (ſupplement, page 48) 
« does not appear to have been that of an 
* enterprizing Chief, impatient under the ex- 


6 kN of any kind 5 ſuperiority over 1e 


. 


0 Wide: whenever the AF of attaihment 
« were in his power; on the contrary; his 6b. 
« je& was to eſtape from tohfinement, and 
« then to fly to his forts for Ee fw of lis 
« pryſon. ' Has the Govetnor-Geheral evet - 
diſplayed fo ſanguinary a difpofition ? or Was 
there within the limits of eonjecture any 
cauſe, that Cheyt Sing ſhould be äpprehen- 
ſive for the ſecurity of his perſon? It was his 
#/on that Mr, Haſtings meant to ſecure; and 
thought he had ſecured, by the atreſt : and 
would the Committee fo inflaudte it as their 
opinion, that this very arreſt gave Cheyt 
Sing a right to maſſiere two companies of 
Seapoys with theit European Officers; and 
that not on the inſtant of ſurpriſe and ſudden 
impulſe of paſſion, but on a deliberate pauſe, 
in the moment of calm reflection, in cali blood? 
To what offences in your opinion, Sir, would 
the Crimen leſs Majeſtatis apply ? Had the 
legal, the acknowledged Sovereign no right at 
all, as Sovereign, and was no ſubmiſſion due 
from Cheyt Sicg, as 4 fubjet? After all, ta 
what ſpecific act of the Governgr-General 
can Cheyr Sirig's conduck be attributed? 
Not to the intended fine, for of that he is 
D 2 probably 


. 
| 

| 
| 


no told, in the ſhuffling cant of an Old- 


* 28 } , 
probably 8 to this hour. Not to the 
arreſt, for he had 6 quietly ſubmitted to that 


«* arrcſt, and ſent a letter to the Governor 
General, which indicates the moſt perfect 


| « obedience.” (page 16) So far from hav- | 


ing ſubſequently received any cauſe for freſh 
alarm, Mr. Haſtings had written to him in 
terms expreſsly calculated to encourage him 
under his ** apparent deſpondency,” and the 
Rajah had anſwered him, . am entirely free 
& from concern and apprebenſion. Yet, on the 
ſame day, within a few hours, our troops 


were maſſacred, the Rajah fled 10 bis forts, the 


ſtandard of revolt was ſet up, contagious re- 
bellion ſpread through the whole Country, 

every hand was prepared to arm, and arms 
were | in readineſs for every hand; and we are 


Bailey excuſe, that © his obje# was to eſcape 


"0 from confinement.” The extent, however, of 


his military preparations, clearly evince his 
predetermined views of reſiſtance, in caſe of 


any attack, and by conſtructive evidence 


convict him of treaſon, even before a ſword 


was drawn: His deſperate conduct, in con- 
+: Equence of a mere exertion of civil power, 


eicctualh 


2 „ 
| effeftually annihilated all his rights, and com- 


e eee ad | 


73 '\}/nwst{ 365 . | 
As + your Committee have ſpared no Page 


| * ill beſtowed, to eſtabliſi the inde- 


* pendent rights of Rajah Cheyt Sing, as 4 Ze- 
nmindar, it would have been no more than de- 


cently impartial, had they given themſelves 
the trouble to enquire whether or not the 
Company, as immediate ſovereign of the 
Zemindarry, did not by the very conſtitution 
aof the ſtate and the nature of all Mogul te- 
nures, ſtand poſſeſſed alſo of ſome clear, original, 
and inherent rights, of which it could not by 
any partial or temporary agreement, be di- 
veſted, ſo long as it ſhould continue to be the 
acknowledged paramount. Of this ſort of 
rights, in my humble opinion, military ſervice 
is the very firſt, It is indeed moſt notoriouſly 
the grand pervading principle of all feodal 
governments. In the moſt flouriſhing times 

of the Hindoſtanic Emperors, even the per- 
ſonal attendance of the great Rajahs and Ze- 
mindars was conſtantly required and exacted 
both at court and in camp: all the European 
travellers of the two laſt centuries, concur in 
teſtifying, that the guard of the Emperor's 


perſon 


* 


60 5 | 
pefſon Wis Evitithitted is the dependent Re: 
jahs. The Ayethiy Acberer (or deſcription 
ot the arrangements of the Mogul empire 
under Acber) contains as well an enumeration 
df the forces kept by eath Zemindar, as the 
- Jiiacituth of tribute in which He was affefied 
and it was to this eſtablimed and uncontto- 
vettible ſyſtem of the empire, chat Mr. Bar. 
well aflutied in his minute (2d Report, 27 
page) * An acquiſition of revenue and military 
&« 75:2, 1 ſuppoſe to have been annexed to the 
& 285 of the Zethindatry of Benares and 
„ Gatzip6te to the Company.“ He was un- 
doubted tight, for the transfer of the ſoye- 
reignty included both. Cheyt Sing maintain- 
ed 4 conſidetable numbet of troops, and by 
the feodal tenure of all Zemindarries, was 
bound to furnifh his quota of them, in caſe of 
war, to his paramount. But the neceſſity 
under which our government lay, of demand- 
ing in money the amount of this quota, inſtead 
of burthening itfelf with a ſer of ill-paid and 
_ worſe-difciplined banditti, has in the preſent 
Eaſe moſt unfortunately afforded the means 
- quibbling on the denomination of the 44 


and has transformed 4 legal conſtitutional re- 
quiſition of muitary farviee into an »juflifiable 
Exaction 


G 
Exaſtian of an excreaſed tribute. And yet the 
grigigal minute of the Governor-General reſt» 
ed the matter on its proper groppd, „ That 
Raja Cheyt Sing be required ip form to 


V contribute his ſhare of the burthen of the | 
+ preſent war, by conſegting to che eſtabliſh, 
ment of three regular battalions of Seapoys, to 
* be raiſed and maintained at his expence.” 

(2d Report, page 26.) To this meaſurr, there 
could exiſt upon Mogul principles, only one 
objection, Ir zvight have been urged that the 
demand exceeded che proportion of troops at 
which the Zemindarry of Benares, &c, ſtogd 
rated in the books of the empire, or the 
actual number which it could now. furniſh, 
But tbat piya is obviated by our certain know- 
ledge, that Cheyt Sing's ordinary infantry ex- 
ceeded the number of fx battalions : ſo chat 
when he was required to furniſh three to his 
Sovereign, he had nothing to do, but imme- 
diately reduce the ſame nymber at home, This 
mode of ſtating the rights ang. foundations of 
the tranſaction, at once ſhews,the jeſuitical ſo- 
phiſtry of your obſervation, (Supplement, 
page 6.) Tour Committee cannot diſcover 
% any record to prove, that although an ex- 


E mandy demand ot men, 28 the ſti- 
| «+ pulated 


(325 ) 
4 pulated rent paid by the Rajah, was made 
in July, that the whole payment of it Was 
e conſequently due the moment in which the 
demand was made.“ That the demand in 
queſtion was for money, is an accident which 
does not at all partake of the intrinſic merits of 
the affair. The demand was properly for Job 
diers ; the money was merely a commutation 
or ſubſtitute, The ſoldiers wert᷑ certainly due 
when demanded, becauſe the Sovereign was at 
war; ſuch being the tenure of the Zemindarry, 
conſequently the money was dur; becauſe the due 
quota of troops could not be raiſed, nor main. 
tained without it The war, and of courſe 
che occaſion for military fervice, had con- 
tinued for two years, and was advanced into 
the third, when the revolution at Benares 
took place. From the firſt moment to the 
laſt Cheyt Sing had exerted every artifice of 
pre varication, ſubterfuge, and falſehood, to 
protract, to modify, or to elude the demand. 
In the firſt year he contrived to delay pay- 
ment for near three months, (Supplement, 
page 6.) In the ſecond, no other anſwer could 
be procured from him by the Reſident, than 
L a poſitive aſſertion that the Rajah could not 
* Pay it.” (ad Report, page 34.) At E 


- ods . 
end of four months, however, when every 
ſofter method failed, he was dragooned AM 
compliance. His conduct in the thir 
was equally perverſe ; paſt experience bad no no 
effect upon his avaricious. obſtinacy; and 
when nearly three months were expired, the 
Reſident wrote to Calcutta, that “ the Rajah, 
e notwithſtanding his ſolemn aſſurances, has bi- 
therto paid ao part of the balance of his fub- 
« fidy. He has reſumed the plea of inability, 
and I can form no” opinion bow long be may | 
think proper 10 protra# payment” (Page 46.) 
On receipt of this letter, the patience even of 
Mr. Francis and Mr, Wheler was exhauſted, 
They had hicherto oppoſed all compulſive 
meaſures, or even threats; but now they were 
rouſed to a ſenſe of the indignity offered to 
government, and unanimouſly voted for the 
rigorous exaction both of the balance due upon 
his ſubſidy, and of a fine in puniſhment of 
his contumacy. The ſame arguments that 
have eſtabliſned the right of government to 
exact military ſervice trom its dependent Ze- 
mindars, will extend to all caſcs in which 
that military ſervice can be applied; conſe- 
quently to the requiſition af cavalry, as well as 
of infantry, Cheyt Sing's eſtabliſnment of 
7" 520 the 


( 34 ) 
the former, by his own acknowledgement, a- 
mounted to 1300 (2d Report, page 39) 
though the Select Committee, in their Sup- 
plement (page 11) have reduced the number, 
undoubtedly by miſtake, to 1290 From 
ſome documents in the Appendix to The Go- 
vernar General's narrative, there is reaſon to. 
ſuppoſe he maintained near 2000. The Re- 
ident, after various fruitleſs applications, de- 
livered bim a peremptory order to prepare 
1000 horſe; The Rajah, by his own confeſſion, 
collected but 500 at moſt, and offered 5go bux- 
gundoſſes, (miſerable infantry) as a ſubſtitute 
for the remainder, The Select Committee 
obſerve upon this, © it is ſomewhat ſingular, 
that the Governor: General declares in 1775, 
& that he did ypt mean to impoſe this demand 
* of cavalry on the Rajah, by compullſion,; 
aud yet in 1781, his not gowplying with 
* this demand, is conſidered as ſuch an act 
of gelinquency, as to form one of the two. 
direct charges of culpability and guilt; and 
« for the pardon, of which he was to pay 
« largely, or a ſeveze wengeance was to be 
c exacted for his delinquency.“ (Supplement, 
page 13.) Never was compariſon more..ug- 
happy never were two caſes more diſſimilar, 
chan. 


16 35 ) 
than thoſe here unnaturally claſſed together 
In 1775, in time of profound peace, and in 
the act of forming an agreement with the 
Rajah, Mr. Haſtings ſhewed an unwillingneſs 
to ſaddle him with the neceſſity of conſtantly 
maintaining 2000 cavalry. General Clavering 
however underſtood even then, that the Rajah 
did © keep up a large body of Cavalry.” (Page 
12, and the Council General recommended 
to him to keep. two thouſand. In 1781, 
in the midſt of all the - exigencies of 
war, and under the ſanction of that particular 
tenure, by which Cheyt Sing then held his 
Zemindarry, i. e. the conſtitutional obliga- 
tion of military ſervice, Mr. Haſtings, as re- 
preſentative of the actual Sovereign, required 
of him the aſſiſtance of ſuch cavalty as he 
then had in his pay, ſuppoſed, agieeably to 
the above quoted recommendat'on of the 
Council General, in 1775, to be 2000; The 
demand however was gradually reduced to 
1500, and laſtly to 1000. The Rajah ac- 
knowledged to have in pay 1300 (ad Report, 
page 49) yet at moſt offered but 500,—andl . 
as the Governor-General ſtates in his narra- 
tive, (page 7). furniſbed none. 
/ 


Ez Theſe 


(39, .) 

Theſe inſtances of contumacy and diſ- 
obedience appeared in the Governor-Gene- 
ral's opinion, * evidences of a deliberate and 
« ſyſtematic conduct, aiming at the total ſub- 
* verſion of the authority of the Company, 
& which defign had been long and generally 
* imputed to him.“ (Supplement, page 17) 
The Committee, on the contrary, can con- 
« ceive theſe circumſtances to have happened 
* without any deſign whatever in Cheyt Sing 
to give umbrage to the Adminiſtration of 

“ Calcutta.“ . Nay, they can affert that 
« ſucceeding events have clearly proved it.” And 
yet, if theſe circumſtances, combined with 
the deliberate maſſacre of two companies, for 
no oſtenſible cauſe whatever: with the after- 
diſcovery of military ſtores, warlike preparati- 
ons and numerous troops, all kept in profound 
ſecrecy, and for no poſſible purpoſes of ne- 
ceſſary defence: with the ſudden revolt of 
his whole Country almoſt at a ſignal, and 
with the gencral good underſtanding which 
Inſtantly appeared between him and all the 
other diſaffected Chiefs in the neighbouring 
Provinces, do not form a body of evidence 
ſatisfactorily demonſtrable of * treachery, 
s perfidy, and rebellious violence,” I know 
| not 


( 
not under what definitions, or by what k ind 
of conſtruction, treaſon and revolt can poſſi - 
bly haye been expreſſed in any criminal Code, 
ſince the firſt inſtitution of political So- 
cieties. But in the Reports of the Select 
Committee, inſinuation is an arrant Proteus: 
No ſooner haye I caught him in one ſhape, 
than in the inſtant of conviction he eludes 
my graſp, and riſes another being in the next 
page. We are now told, that * unleſs the 
* depoſal of Cheyt Sing, was a meaſure ab- 
* ſolutely pre-determined, before the Governor 
General proceeded. to acts of violence, the 
* Rajah might have been informed of the extent 
&* of his guilt. (Supplement, page 19.) And 
ſo He was. Mr, Haſtings's firſt letter (2d 
Report, page 48) from Benares,/ expreſa- 
ly ſays, The firſt ſtep, which I judged it 
« neceſſary to take, as the ground on which 
* my future proceedings were to be conduct- 
ed, was to recapitulate in writing, the ſeveral 
„ inſtances of his conduct, which for ſome 
„time paſt, have repeatedly drawn upon 
him the ſevere reprehenſions of the board; 
« and to demand a clear and ſatisfaflory ex- 
$6 planation. The anſwer ſent by Cheyt 
Sing to 0 letter here deſcribed, was the 
fartcheſt 


6 ( 
fentben from char or ſatigfactoty. ft wis 
filled with ſhuffling excuſes” and palpable 
liesy particularly the Rajah writes (in ſpite 
of his groſs miſconduct in delaying to furniſi 
military aid) „ complied, tvith the um 
* feadineſs, with the order You ſent me for 
the payment of five lacks of Rupees on 
« a<coutit of the war.“ (24 Report, page 
45.) Mr. Haſtings obſerved upon the whole 
6f this anſwer, that it was not only un- 
« ſatisfactory in ſubſtarice, but offenſtve in 
« ſtyle, and lefs à viridication of nimſelf, 
than a rectimitation upon me.“ (page 30) 
Alatmed at theſe appearatmces, fo different 
from the conduct of an Indian ſubject to his 
acknowledged ſovereign, the Governor Ge- 
neral, heſitating between the neceſſty of affert- 
ing the authority of that Government, of 
which He was repreſentative, and the alarm 
which the full exertion even of juſtifiable 
ſeverity mightoccafion at ſo critical a period - 
wok the mild medium of an arreſt. There 
is no clue whatever for the ſuppoſition that 
this very arreſt, much leſs that. the depoſal of 
Cheyt Sing was * a Meaſure abſolutely predeter- 


* #1med,” or even thought of, till his contus = 


mac ious 1 to the Governor · Generals ex. 
. | poſtu · 


— 


„ 4 
poſtulation rendered ſome effort of rigoue 


clearly indiſpenſable. If the arreſt were (and 
it cannot be doubted) an act growing out of 
unforeſeen emergencies, what followed were 
events totally aut gf the Governar-General*s 
option or controul. His priſoner fled, his 
troops murdered, himſelf ſurrounded with 
armed enemies, in a country of which he per- 
fonazed the legal monarch, and threatened 
with inſtant aſſaſſination - there was no poſſi- 
bility ef avoidipg extremities, no means. of 
amiklating the: treaſon, but by cruſhing the 
Maitor 80 akernative, hut by exemplary 
pubiſhment, id avenge the rights of inſaled ſo- 
ver ang, er gallandly to periſh in the un- 
equal conteſt, It is a ſtigma on the Councils 
of the Company, en the politics of our 
Government, and an national juſtice, that it 
tions formed here at home, upon any cor- 
reſpondence cireulated abroad, or upon any 
teraſted perſan whatever, for the Governor - 
General to entextain the moſt diſtant ſuſpicion 
of the probability of Rajah Cheyt Sing's re- 
ſtoration. Humanity, as well as-palicy, revolt 


* 


4 
ut the very idea. You, Sir, will join with me 
8 e e it a moral pr. 


Haag tolled en 16 pages of Yout 
Supplement to the ſecond Report, in the 
doubly unpromiſing attempt of demonſtrating 
the criminality of Mr. Haſtings, and the in- 
jured innocence of Cheyt Sing, Lou exhibit 
in the zoth page, all the melancholy ſuffer- 
ings of this oppreſſed and unhappy man,” 
under one point of view. It is, I confeſs, a 
grand diſplay of the pathetic, equally ad- 
mitable for affecting tenderneſs of language, 
and copious flow of invention: Worked up 
in a circumſtantial climax of woe, each ar- 
ticle gains more and more upon the commilſe- . 
ration of the reader, and each pauſe-affords 
_ a freſh opportunity for the effuſion of ſenti- 
ment. But that ſhortneſs of ſentence, which 
in ſo maſterly a manner favours the burſt of 
paſſion, is no leſs adapted to the perſpecuity 
of inveſtigation, and the convenience of re- 
Ply. I ſhall therefore take the liberty to 
divide the influence ' of theſe bewitching 
periods, by an unaffected, unfeeling com- 
ment upon each; and it cannot but prove a 
. to Lou to reflect, that how much 
| ſoever 


64 
ſoever I may detract from the authentichy of 
the ſubject, I ſhall add. i in the ſame degree ta 
the merit of the romance. An event,” you 
ſay, © ſo extraordinary in itſelf, and of fo 
much conſequence, not only to the ſuffer- 
«ing. party, but to every Tributary to the 
« Company, whatever may be his rank or ſta» 
* tion, induced your Committee to inveſti- 
« gate the ſubject with preciſion.— From his 
* inveſtigation” (of which I have already given 
ample ſpecimens) ** the following conclu- | 


« {ions may be drawn:“ | 


« If the conſideration of public ſervices per- 
formed to our nation by the father, is re- 
e quited by a violation of public faith to the 
_ « ſon, upon pretences the moſt frivolous” — 


Comment. Bulwant Sing had not many | 
public ſervices to plead : and I am aſtoniſhed 
how the Prelident and Council of Bengal, in 
1773, ſhould allude to any ſervices of the 
kind performed in 1764 (2d Report, page 11) 
when, in that very year, in the war with Sujah 
Dowla, his conduct b trayed ſo much dupli- 
city, that the then Government wiſhed to 
| have him dijpoſ. Jed of bis Country, and his 
E - "0 


* 


64 
* pirſon, if poſſible - {page 5.) T5 1765 
he eloped from our army, and the letter from 
the Council, April 2, (page g) is expteſſive 
of che ſtrongeſt diſtruſt, and complains of his 
« aQtualviclation of bis treaty,” by deſerting our 
arms. Our Government was even obliged to 
felinquiſh in his favour a conſidetable unli- 
quidated demand, in hopes of making it bis 
* ingereft to remain faithful.” The public ſer- 
vices performed by the father, and the viola- 
lation of public faith to the fon, are equally 
_ vilionary, — See Mr. Haſtings's excellent let- 


ter, (page 29. 30 ayd 350. 


„ 


If the ſolemn faith of a treaty, which 
* confirmed the Tributary in the actual poſ- 


( « ſcion of his lands, be no longer conſidered = 


« of ſufficient validity to Protect him Serge 
6 « oppreſſion and « extortion”: — | 


Comment. I think Þ have clearly, Mews 

that Cheyt Sing was not exempted from military 
fervice, by the tenure of his Zemindarry: fo 
Tong therefore as the demands of Government, 
for the war eſtabhſhment, did not exceed the 
extent of his common military force, there Was 
| no — or extortion. in the cafe, | The 
Commirtcs 


{ 8 
Committee obſerye (ſupplement, page 19), 
< that if there was no boundary of right, on, 
« which the Rajah could make his ſtand to 
e the increaſing demands of the Governar- 
« General and Council, be could not be ſaid to 
- « poſſcſs any right or property whatſoever,” 5 
L anſwer—that there w a boundary ; that, 
the number of his troops in actual pay, or an 
equivalent to that number, was the preciſe 
boundary in queſtion: and that whereas, 
Cheyt Sing's regular eſtabliſhmenc i is ſtated to 
have been 9690, men (page 19) the Gover- 
nor- General was much within the limits of, 
right, when he peremptorily demanded 3 bat- 
talions of ſcapoys, and 1000 cavalry. KA 
requiſition of this nature by no means inter- 
fered with the e % the F . 
 Sunnud, TS | 


« If the ;uſt, wala bat pandival per-, 
formance of all ſti tipulated conditions, is found. 
_ to be no 2 e new claims and new 


r 1 ru | 
1 ? * * \ 7 4 p 0 — 
. * 4 = . « . * 9 2 * 


8 Colonel Monton in 1 miouto | 
reſpecting the Governor-General's propoſition, | 


tor engaging C heyt Sing to maintain-2000 ca- 
| | _ , _valiy 


REO 
TT F 


R 5 
valry (ſupplement, p page 12) thus expreſſes 


himſelf. I am of opinion, the Company 


« ſhould receive the Rajah's afifance on the 


« ſame terms he gave it to the Vizier, or the 


40 preſent Nabob.“ — General Clavering ſtates, 


that 300 of his cavalry actually * ted un- 
« der the command of the Captain of the 
„ Governor's guard, on the conqueſt of the 
* Rohilla Country.” — The ſovereignty of 


| Benares was yielded to us by the Vizier, 


_ * with all the powers and rights annexed to 


* * preciſely as he had holden it: and the 


Committee now diſpute our right to demand 


of Cheyt Sing any 9 M. 


« If a Tributary of the SOON?" is found 


<« to have no other ſecurity for the poſſeſſion 
« of his lands, which deſcended to him from ma- 


* generations, but the arbitrary power of the 
<« Governor-General, or executive Govern» 
ment of the Country“ 


Comment. Who and what was Rajah Bul-* | 
want Sing's father, and where can it be found 


that Cheyt Sing came to the poſſeſſion of his 
lands by deſcent ? — The contrary is on proof 
E N Even had — been bere- 


Au 


* 
— 


64560) | 
ditary, which, till ſettled by Mr. Haſtings id 
1773, moſt certainly was not the cafe — ſtil} it 
muſt have been held upon feodal principles, 
and the general laws of the Mogul empire. 
Military ſervice is military fervice, and not the 
arbitrary will of the Governor-General: The poſ- 
ſeſſion of the land carried inherently with it 
that preciſe obligation, and its performance 
was a pledge _ the pee oy tha 1 
rer FIR 


1 BEM 1 


18 
— , 


It the + pellet of weltch i is to be conſi. 
*-Jered as a ſtate- crime, and heavy fines and 
« penalties are to be laid on the poſſeſſors, 
& with a view of rendering their power or 


« their wealth leſs n to the Com- 
oy H Abe ak : | a 26S 


Comment. This is a jeſuitical inference 
from a partial ſtatement of a paragraph in the 
Governor-General's narrative. After explain- 
ing the grounds on which Cheyt Sing owed 
obedience to the Company, and 'reciting the 


different acts of contumacy, by which he had ; 


forfeired that obedience, he proceeds to ſhew 
by what means he would extract good out of 
* * _ the very puniſhment of his 

| delin- 


« which oppreſſed them. La a political Ay 


e( £46 )) 
1 delinquency | ſubſervicnt both to the ſafety 
and profit, of the ſtate. I left Calcutta,” 

h us he, {narrative, page 12) L impreſſed with 
belief chat extraordinary means were 
| « neceſſary, and thoſe exerted, with a ſtrong 
8 hand, to preſerve. the Company's intereſts 
from ſinking under the accumulated weight 


4 cal for curbing the epergrown power, of a 
4 great Member of their dominion, and, mak» 

< ing it contribute to the relief of their preſſ- 
ing exigencies. Ii Cheyt ding wererpaw- 
erful enough to: diſpute his Spvereign's au- 
thority in one inſtance, (and that too upon 

unjuſtifiable excuſes, and contrary to the ver 
eenurg by, which, he enjoyed hig territory) he 
might ſoon have become equally refractory 

or dilatory in the payment of his ſtipulated 
rents —or have aſſumed any other, undue pre- 
tenſion: and hence the neceſſity for curbing 
his overgrown power, degenerated i into inſo« 
lence, If his niggard obſtinacy and ſhameleſs 
provarications had detrauded his paramount. 
of a timely aid, which it was his duty, as.a Ze- 
#hindar_ to have furniſhed, no wonder that the 
damages accruing from ſuch default were laid 
en were compelled tg 
| contribute 


bs ad 


( 47 ) 

preſling exigencies, which his undatiful eon- 
duct had fo much combined to aggravate; 
* was-not the $5 poſſoſhon of wealth,” that was 

0 confldered as. 4 fals crime,” but à pertina- 
cious reluctance to pay the toaſt demand of 
Government; and if be relied on his wealth 
or power s ſufficient to ſereen him from the 
juſtice of his Sovereign he from that n- 
ment muſt be deemed a diſaffected ſubject, his 
power and wealch were really dangerous, and 


ic became equally Aer _ re 
Scan idem. eee 


532 £1 


« We Rn FI 
„ unjuſt demand, inſtead of fecuring the tri- 
_ « butary from further oppreſſion, is inſtantly 
followed by another demand ſo extravagant, 
as to render a camplianee. v with It en 
* e | 


— 


e was neither arbitrary nor uma. I 
| Have proved it to be legal and conflitutional 
nor can a forced ſubmiſſion to ſaperior power be 
frriftly rermed © compliance.”* The ſecond de- 
K was the very 

reverſe 


| ( 48 )) 

gverſe even of extravagant. It relates to the 
requiſition for cavalry: and it is proved by 
Cbeyt Sing's on confeſſion, that he kept 
1300 at leaſt. The number required,“ ſays 
the Governor-General in the 7th page of his 
narrative, ** was 2000, and afterwards reduced 
to the demand of 1500, and laſth to 1000, 
« but with no more ſucceſs. He d 250, 


ng: e wank 


jel] « If requiſitiads: are made, unauthorized 

« by any ſtipulation in the treaty, and a 
% ſhort delay intervenes before the requiſi- 
&« tion is finally complied with, if ſuch de- 
« lay is conſtrued into evidence . high 
* ae - | 


"Donnie: T he 3 were ade in 
the ſpirit of a feodal obligation, and the ftipu- 
lations of the treaty had nothing to do with 
them. Would a crown-leaſe in Englas1 abſobve 
me from allegiance to his Majeſty, or taxes to the 
State? The © Hort delay” before compli- 
ance. is proved to have been of ſeveral 
months in each year, and that upon pleas 

equally indecent and untrue. A fter all, the 


. was never conſtrued into evidence of 
50 


» 


444} 
high treaſon, but treated for what it really . 
was, contumacy and diſobedience. When other 
overt a had clearly eſtabliſhed the guilt of 
high treafen, che delay. in complying wich 
the demands of Government became one 
link in the grand chain of evidence,.. that 
clearly demonſtrated 1e Previous N id 


| e aten 


If Reports unwarranted, and ill-authen- 
ticated, —if ſuggeſtions af public danger 
and imputatians of evil deſigns, ill - found. 
ed, improbable and impracticable are to 
© be admitted as ſufficient grounds for com- 
4 mencing hoſtilities? ——= 


Comment. Who commenced thoſe hoſti- 
lities ?—Cheyt Sing: No evil deſigns were 
imputed, till the country was in-af7ual revolt: 
No public dangers were ſuggeſted, till two Com- 
panies of Seapoys had been maſſacred in cold. 
blood. Theſe are fads, certainly not ill. found- 
ed, though they might be thought improbable: 
and after perpetration it is rather a bold figure 
of rhetoric to term them imprafficable.” 
The © Reports” alluded to, were not be- 
lieved, at leaſt no act was performed in con- 
G 1285 ſequence 


( 50 ) 
fequence of ſuch belief, till after convidies. 
But - Reports, which upon after-diſcovery are 
found perfectly to tally with matter of fact, 
and of which upwards of fifty affidavits teſtify 
the veracity, can never be decmed “ unwar- 
2 n. e 


6 « If the diſtreſs of 5 Eaſt-lodia | Com- 
« pany, from whatſoever cauſe ariſing, 
& fhould ever be conſidered as the ſmalleſt 
* juſtification of meaſures, which are cruel, 
* unjuſt, and oppreſſive to the natives * 
Ns de” — 


4 3 A mere petitis prinzips | OY 
fied with the cuſtomary tautology of inappli- 
eable epithets. —The diſtreſs of the Eaſt India 
Company flattered Cheyt Sing with the 
hopes of exerting his contumacy and diſo- 

bedience unpuniſhedz and his miſconduct 

was a juſtification for the Governor-General's 
intended fine. His ſubſequent eſcape from 

arreſt, his maſſacre of our troops, and _ 
rebellion, were a moſt palpable forfeiture of 
bis allegiance, AnD CONSRQPENTLY OF nu 
Zrumvannar. 


5 3 * is 
. * 
- 
. : 
= 4 
. - 6206 
, 


4150) 


< Tf theſe concluſions 85 Juſt and a 0 
Mm founded | 


Comment. They moſt aſſuredly are not in 
any one inſtance, and therefore all farther 
notice of them is nugatory and abſurd. But 
if ſuch glaring miſrepre ſentations are to paſs 
for fact; if ſuch odious partiality is to ſtand 
in the place of juſtice; and if the legiſlature, 
the Government, and the Company are to be 
deceived and miſled by ſuch, jeſuitical artifices, 
% no filtuation can be more wretched aud deple». 
e rable,” than that of men, who in great and 
reſponſible offices have performed the moſt 
glorious and important ſervices to theig | 
country, whoſe honour, lives and fortunes" 
are expoſed to the inveterate prejudices, the 
{cIf-interc{ted machinations, and ne, 
ing narratives of a Wen Committee! . 


1 — intended, Sir, in bs place to 4 
my obſervations on your curious Supplement 
to the 2d Report. But no ſooner have 1 
fairly combated and completely overthrown 
all Your unſupported aſſertions upon matter - 
of fact, than I am peſtered with ſpeculative | 

G 2 aA ablurdities. 


q 32 
abſurdiries, Who would have expected to 
find a man of Your political experience, 
vindicating the «niformity of the line of ad- 
vancement in our Indian Governments ? yet 
Fou boldly advance (Supplement, page 18) 
this regular and eRabliſhed mode of Jucceſſion 
&« 10 power, fo frequently confirmed by ptactice, 


5 when oppoſed to the great wicertainty of 


fuccemon among the Princes of India, has 
been a matter of admiration to the natives 
4 of Hindoſtan.“ I am as great a friend as 
You can be to a regular and uniform ſyſtem 
of ſucceffion, but for my foul 1 cannot diſ- 
cover wherein the ſucceſſion to the Chair of 
2 Calcutta can appear Jeſs uhcertain to the natives 
of Tadir, than the ſucceſſion to the throne of 
Dehli! Did 10 competition ariſe concerning the 
fucceffion, upon the unwarrantable pretext a 
of Mr. Haſtings's reſighation ? Did no 


7 unexpected revolution ever take place in 


Fort St. George, dependant neither on 


* bereditary right, priority of birth, the appoint- 
mem of the late profeſſor, the election f the 


42 A 2M people, nor any other fixed or determinate 


Fo rule ?” — Surely, Sir, You compoſed this 
paragraph in a very abſent ſtate of mind, = 


| Pondering, perhaps upon the fingyularity of 
Et | 11th 


a ( 93 ) | 
te evolution, by which Mets, Powel and 
Bembridge had ſucceeded again to their of. 
fiees ! Alas, alas! the people of India well 
know, that there are other myſteries in the 
world, bt ſides the intrigues of the Seraglio : 
and that if an old woman from the inmoſt re. 
| eeffes of her Zennana can foment a rebellion 
in Oude, a patriot and legiſlator can impoſe 
upon the fenſes, and warp the judgement of 
half a nation for two years together, by in- 
tereſted. . founded, and . il aurlenrl. 
ftated rhapſodies from a Committee Cham- 


The mention of the Seraglio naturally leads 
me to the ſubject of your 1oth Report 
much more naturally than an appointment to 
take into conſideration the ſtate of the admi- 
niſtration of juſtice in the provinces of Ben- 
gal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, could lead You to 
ſcrutinize the internal policies of the king · 
dom of Oude. But this circumſtance ferves 
to give You a more exchufive title to the 

compoſition before us, as your magnificent 
Chairman, with all his front, is no -Hibers 

nian. — This is the fourth Report which has 


_ already grown out of the Governor-General's 


__ 


5 ( 54 ) 0 
: late journey to Benares and Oude; and I do 
not doubt but that from the very ſame mate- 
rials, and with equal attention to facts, the 
Commirtee, if permitted, would contrive to 
fabricate half a dozen more Reports for the 
next ſeſſions, all . confidered as their indiſpenſa- 
« ple duty” © An inveſtigation into the 
* © cauſes afſigned by the Governor-General, for a 
« breach of the public faith of the Company, 
« pledged by him and the Council-General, 
in the moſt ſolemn manner, for the protec- 
tion of the widow of the late Vizier Sujah 
« Dowla, a woman of the firſt diſtinction, 
« by birth and rank, in the empire of Hin- 
“ doſtan,” is the oſtenſible purport of your 
performance, and the poor helpleſs lady has 
found in You a molt zealous and hardy ad- 


This lady, whois known by the denomination 
of the Bow Begum, advanced in the year 1775, | 
a ſum of money to her ſon the Vizier, to be 
applied to the exigences of the ſtate, * on con 
dition that ſhe ſhould be guaranteed by the 
« Company in the full and quiet enjoyment 
of her-eſtates, effects, and jagheers,” (10th 
Report, page 4-) The public faith being 
| ; accordingly - | 


6350 

accordingly pledged to the mother of the Vi- 
zier, ſhe continued to reſide, under that pro- 

tection, at Fyzabad. Not indeed in the 
4. unmoleſted enjoyment of her rights ; for 
your Committee obſerve, (page 4) that ſo early 
as January, 1778, the Engliſh Reſident, 
Mr. Middleton, makes very ſtrong repre- 
* ſentations to the ' Governor-General and 
« Council, of the Vizier's treatment of his 
« grandmother.” No other Member of the 
Committee, Sir, can have any pretenſions to 
this very conclufive obſervation : The fyllogiſm 
effectually beſpeaks its author, After the 
death of the Vizier Sujah Dowla, his widow, 
the Bow Begum, unwarrantably poſſeſſed her- 
ſelf of his effects. Our Reſident at Oude 
writes (Appendix, No. 1.) I underftand the 
late Vizier depoſited the ſurplus of bis reve- 
nues with the Begum; and having died in- 
<« teſtate (or at leaſt a will was never pro- 
« duced, though one is ſaid is be ſecreted by the 
„ Bepum) it left a door open to the diſputes 
« which have happened; for according to the 
 & Koran, and the uſages of the country, the Ma- 
« bob could claim an infinitely greater Pure 
« than he has got.” In another place he 


mentions to have inſinuated tothe Begum her- 
| "| 
/ 


| - * ) | 
ſelf. (Appendix, No. 1,) © That the greafurty 
* ſhe poſſeſſed were be treaſures of tbe fate, as 
* ſhe had not ſucceeded to them by any Aa 
«* right, and they had been hoarded up te pro- 
4% wide againſt an emergenty.” Here we have a 
waman /iy/peFed io have ſecreted her huſband's 
will, and natoriquſiy aſſuming to her private 
uſe trealures deſtined for the exigencies of the ſtate. 
Her fon, however, in a moment of diſtreſs, 
was content to relinquiſh all bis legal right in 
thoſe treaſures, for a very ſcanty portion of 
their amgunt. At this time, as well as at all 
ſubſequent periods, the Old Lady ſeems to 
have behaved: with peculiar acrimony towards 
him, for the Council-General, on the conclu- 
ſion of this tranſaction, thus write to their 
Reſident, at Oude, (Appendix, No. 1) © We 
* think that the circumſtances. of the Nabobꝰs 
< affairs, and the wfavourable diſpoſition which 


u mother, the. Begum, emed towards him, 


* made it neceſſary for you to comply with 
his requeſt, for affording your aliſtauce to 
at ber to ſupply him with a ſum of 
money.“ The Begum indeed had roundly 
told the Reſident, that * as for the Nabab, 
e would not advance bim a ſingle rupee upan 
bis oyn word, but ſooner throw all her 
46 jewels, | 


6. 
* jewels and money into the river.“ And he 
writes, “ that the Begum claimed every arti- 
©cle of the late Vizier's property, even 10 big 
e military flores :”* and he bears teſtimony alſo 
| to the very improper conduct of the Begum's 
ſervants, © who have hitherto preſerved a to- 
e tal independence of the Nabob's authority, 
& beat the officers of bis Government, and refuſed 
* obedience to his Perwannahs.” . The lan- 
guage of this helpleſs woman” appears on 
all occaſions, ſturdy and aſſuming. In one 
letter ſhe requeſts the Governor-General to 


diſplace the Nabbb's Miniſter, and put her 


confidants in his place; and that © whatever 


„ ſums are due to the Engliſh" Chiefs,” be 


« will cauſe to be paid out of the Revenuts.“ 
In another ſhe writes to the Reſident, ** You 
« were a party in this affair, and took from 
te me the ſum of 56 lacks of rupees. If you 
« will cauſe the 56 lacks to be reſtored to me, 
„then the Coulnama will not be binding: 
« and do not you then take any part in the 
« affair, and then let Aſoph ul Dowla and 
« Murteza Khan,” (i. e the Nabob and his 
miniſter) in whatever manner they are able, 
„take ſums of money from me, they will 
AI ben ſee the conſequences.” The Nabob him- 
N e 
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ſelr declared to the Reſident his own opinion 
of his mother's ambitiqus. views, by obſerving _ 
that 6 1 wo rulers were too much for one country.” 
If Her language and Her conduct, as above 
deſcribed, do not autbarize, they palliate at 
leaſt, thoſe ſeverities which the Vixier is ſaid 
to have exerciſed towards his mother, and 
which ſeem. to have required the conſtant in- 
terference of our Reſident to mollify. The 
general diſpoſition however of both parties 
towards each other, is plainly deducible from 
their mutual recriminations, and mutual diſ- 
truſt, The Begum appears a capricjous, 
„ inconſtant, violent“ woman, ambitious 
of acquiring, by the intrigues of the feraglio, 
management of all the reyenues of the coun- 
try. Poſſeſſed of immenſe treaſures, by a ſuſ- 
pected fraudulent concealment of her huſ- 
band's will, at beſt by a very dubious title, 
and againſt the uſages of ber religion and cou. F 
ſhe © preſumes to talk of pointing mini- 
« ters, and governing kingdoms,” — The Na- 
bob is, by his mother, repreſented as a man 
4 entirely inexperienced in the ars of the 
„world, and ignorant of what is good or 
bad,“ and by the Reſident, as having ſo, 
* entirely loſt che e and affections of 
46 his 
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« his ſubjects, that unleſs ſeme reſtraint-is im- 
<« poſed upon him, which would effectually fe- 
cure thoſe who live under the protection of his 
Government, from violence and oppreſſion ;?? 
no man of reputation or property would long 
continue to inhabit his domintons. Such were 
the inclinations, and ſuch the be haviour of the 
two parties in 1776 y the Reſident then wrote, 
« find all my endeavours to recontile her 
(the Begum) and the Nabob in vain.” and 
in another place I have hitherto been un- 
able to ſatisfy the Nabob or the Begum. 
however, a ſpecious formal kind of agreement - 
was then patched up between them, to which 
the Reſident was guarantee: But it cannot be 
aid to have been very ſatisfactory on either 
fide, as the Nabob could get but a part of 
what the Reſident thought him fully entitled 

to demand, and even of that part it appeared, 
« by the behaviour of the Begum's Eunuchy 
and ſervants, that-they were inclined to pro- 
te craſtmate the payment upon any frivolous 
< pretence that occured.” Fhe diſputes whicte 
the Reſident's interpoſition had lulled in 1 ee 
broke out with freſh violence in 2778. 
as far as appears upon the Committees — 


went of the caſe; there is reaſon to ſuppoſe 


FS: that 


_ © — _ = 
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that the Council-General's authority with the 


Vizier, at that time, ſilenced at leaſt, if it could 
not aſſuage His diſcontents. But there is 10 


reaſon, either from any actual documents in the 


Report and Appendix, or from analogical 
conjecture and compariſon, to preſume, that 
the Begum's temper had abated any thing of 
its former violence, and her ambition of its 
pretenſions; or that if her ſervants had * pre- 
« ſerved a total independence of the Nabob's 


authority, beat the officers of his govern- 


« ment, and refuſed obedience to bis Perwan - 


fab,“ in 1776, when ſhe was really a 
4 helpleſs woman,“ at the abſolute power and 
| A el of a deſpotic ſovereign, her conduct 


ſhould have become more moderate, or that 
of her ſervants more obſequious afterwards, 


when ſhe flattered herſelf with an utter ex- 


emption from all controul, by virtue of wy 


Wo ee N | : 


In 178 1, ** The Province of Oude, having 
« fallen into a ſtate of great diſorder and 
« confuſion, its reſources being in an ex- 


s traordinary degree | diminiſhed, and the 
_ © Nabob Aſoph ul Dowla, having carneſtly 
- *entreated the un of the Governor- 
5 1 7. General, 
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« General, and declared, that unleſs foms 
e effectual meaſures are taken for his relief, 
he muſt be under the neceſſity of leaving 
his country, and coming down to Calcutta 
1 to repreſent his ſituation,” it was reſolved 
in Council, that the Governor-General ſhould 
viſit that Province, and uſe his endeavours 
for the re-eſtabliſhment of its affairs. Be- 
nares lay in his way, and having much reaſon 
to be diſſatisfied with Rajah Cheyt Sing, he 
took that opportunity to bring him to order. 
The unhappy conſequences that followed, 
have been already explained. Cheyt Sing 
reſiſted his authority, fled from arreſt, mur- 
dered his guards, and commenced open re- 
bellion, Its contagion,” Mr. Haſtings ob- 
ſerves in his narrative (page 26) * inſtantly 
« flew to Fyzabad, - which the Nabob 
Vizier, in expectation of the Governor- 
| General's viſit had already quitted. The 

revolt at Benares "commenced on the 16th of 
Auguſt,” and about the 8th of September, 
the commotions are ſaid to have begun in 
Oude. The firſt interview between the Go- 
vernor-General and the Nabob Vizier, was on 
the 11th'of September, at Chunar Gur: at 
which time it was not probable that either 


. 
; party ſhould have received intelligence of the 
diſturbances at Fyzabad, and therefore the 


Governor-General, in his letter to Mr. Wheler 
of that date (10th Report, page 9) confines 
bis account to the rebellion in Gauzipoor. 
There is no document whatever 10 prove, 
that even at that moment Mr. Haſtings had 
eatertained the maſt diſtant idea of giving 
up the Company's Guarantee, which ſecured 
to the two Begums the poſſeſſion of their 
Jagheers, much leſs that when he left Cal- 

cutta, ſuck a deſign had ever once occurred 
to him. — But when he wrote a ſecond time 
on the 48th of September to Mr. Wheler, 
He informed him, that the contagion had 
reached che Province of Oude, but that He 
© ſhould diſmiſs the Nabob in a few days, 
tand doubted; not but his troubles would 
“ ſoon be quelled.“ The next day being 
che 19th; of September, the Governor-Ge- 
neral; and the Nabob Vizier mutually! ex- 
changed certain articles of agreement, which 
had been concerted between them as the moſt 
probable means for reſtoring the Provinee f 
Qude to its former ſtate of affluence, good 
2 order, and proſperity.” From a review of 
: REY il is clear to demonſtration, that 


accounts 


* * 
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accounts of the inſurrection at Fyzabad had 
reached Mr. Haſtings, between the tith and 
18th of September: and it may be fairly in- 


ferred, that He and the Nabob agreed in 


conſidering ** the military power and do- 
minion aſſumed by the Jagheerdars” to 
have afforded at once the temptation and the 
means for rebellion. It was therefore ſettled 
between them, that the Nabob ſhould be 
permitted to reſume ſuch as he might find 

4 neceſſary,” with a reſerve that he ſhould 
pay the nett amount of the collections of 
ſuch as were guaranteed by the Company. 
At the head of the Jagheerdars were the two 
Begums: and to thoſe who ſhall have ob- 
ſer ved the uniform ambition, violent temper, 
and habitual diſobedience of thoſe ladies, 
rheir eunuchs and ſervants, as deſcribed in the 
foth Report, and who ſhall have peruſed 
the ſeveral affidavits in the Appendix, No. 3, 
to the Governor-General's Narrative, namely 
of Doond Sing L; of Ahlaud Sing M; of 
Denoo Sing N; of Ram Sing O; of Hur- 
deal Sing P; and of Bejy Sing Q; beſides 
thoſe of che Reſident, of Lieutenant Colonel 
Hannay, and other European witneſſes, who 
a _ either to the general dilaſfe ction of 
0 the 
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the Begums, or to particular and pointed 


acts of treachery and revolt, perpetrated at 
their inſtigation, and in their name, it will not 


be poſſible to doubt, that the Governor-Ge- 


neral and the Nabob acted upon full con- 
viction of their delinqueney, in the preſent 
inſtance, as well as of their having “ in- 
4 variably employed the influence of their 
« Jagheers to the moſt pernicious purpoſes.” 
Wen theſe articles were drawn up, Mr. 
Haſtings appears to:have had no other view, 
than to ſtrengthen the Nabob's hands by a 
political ſuppreſſion. of that delegated autho- 
rity, which was riſing faſt into independence 


and to increaſe his revenues by the ſums in 


which the actual produce of the Jagheers 
ſhould be found to exceed the nominal value 
of the grant. The Nabob, as a Sovereign, 


4 could not but wiſh- ſuch an addition to his 


own power, and the actual ſtate of his coun» 
try muſt have impreſſed him with an idea of 
its neceſſity. No wonder therefore, that 
upon his return to his capital, „the Go- 
* vernor-General ſhould expect that he would We 
« immediately have entered into the execu - 
* tion df the meaſures. neceſſary for the ac- 


« * compliſhmenc of. the plan they had mu- 


, — 


472 « tually 
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ated upon, and puytieularly be re- 
ſumption of the Jag beers, as an act tqually 
* neceſſary to the reſtoration of peace, and 
<« to the difcharge of his debts to the Com- 
„ pany.” Imbecility and irreſolution werk 
however the characteriſtics of the Nabobꝰs 
Councils, and it appears that the month of 
December arrived witiiout any progreſs have 
ing been made in the buſineſs. But the 
hat ſhneſs of the Nabob towards the BE g Ums, 
trom the firſt moment of his acceſſion to the 
muſnud (which I; have above deſcribed from 
vour ot Report) added to his fecent ex- 
perience of their intrigues, leave no room to 
ſuppoſe with You, (page 11) that “ this 
temporix ing and indeciſive conduct could 
proceed from any tenderneſs he entertained - 

for his patents. True it is, the Governer- 
General was alarmed, and with reaſon, at the 
delay. To have returned to Calcutta, leav- 
ing one grand end of his journey under an 
apparent im probability of completion, Would 
- have diſtteſſed a man leſs warm than kim - 
ſelf for the intereſt of his employers. He 
therefore pointedly haſtened its accompliſh- 
ment, by the n interference of the Reſi- 
| n 188 


* 
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dent. This was in the deere! end of Doren . 
"+ Gen 9:08 e, Ar A 
#33 $T/ $7; 17% $3.7 
Ag this, Merv a ne ſcene. en —We 
3 ſeen the Bow Begum openly countenanc- 
ing an inſurrection in the heart of her ſon's 
domiaions, in September, 1781, and we have 
ſeen the Nabob entering into a ſpecific agree- 
ment for depriving her of that undue influ- 
ence which ſhe derived from her jagheer, but 
allowing her the nett amount of its produce, 
About the latter end of September Afoph ul 
 Dowla returned to his capical, at the earneſt 
anſtances of the Governor-General, and for the 
expreſs purpoſe of reforming the overgrown 
jagheers, At the ſame time our Reſident at the 
_Vizier's court received inſtructions from Mr. 
Haſtings, to attend to the due execution f 
the articles of agreement juſt concluded. Some 
time in December the Reſident informed the 
Governor-General, that the Nabob had ſhetwn 
a great reluctance to enter on this buſineſs, 
but that he had at length appointed an Aumil 
dio take charge of the Begum's jagheer. Tou 
are pleaſed to obſerve, Sir, (19th: Report, 
page 20) that © the reſumption of the jag- 
* heers was an act totally unneceſſary to the re- 
Ai ſtoration 


ne e 
0 ſtoration of the peace of the country, be- 
cauſe thai peace had been reſtored before the 
reſumption was made,” The country, 1 
grant, had aſſumed the appearatice of peace. 
The revolters refted ontheir arms. It was ef · 
fectually 10 ſecure future tranquillity, to de- 
prive/intrigue of its reſources, and rebellion of 
its port, that the teſumption f the jagheers 8 
was propoſed. The clans in Scotland were 0 
aboliſned, not to proeure preſent quiet, but to” 417 
obviate the poſſibility of future diſturbance; 
Events amply juſtified the . 5 
impatience, and evinced the prudence, the 
policy, the neceſſity of this reſumption. For 
although it be ſtated, that the return of 
* the Nabob had \effectually reſtored the quiet 
of the country.” Let we find that the in- 
ſtant he proceeded to act upon the articles 
ſtipulated between Mr Haſtings and himſelf, 
the ſtandard of revolt was again ſet up, and 
« the Begum aſſembled a large body of troops,” (in 
her ſon's capital} with a ſuppoſed deſign of 
reſiſtance. A violent and threatening letter 
+ which” the Reſident writes to have juſt ” 
“ received from the Begum, would feem to 
© leave no room to doubt of her intentions to 


6 e the already declared licentiouſneſs of 
I 2 | 6 ber 
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& her ſeruanti, inofpo/ingthe Nabol f orders. it 
appears, (1 oth Report, page 10) that the Na- 
bob's Aumil for taleing charge of the Begum's 
Jagheers, was appointed before the: i gibi De- 
cember and it was ro he of Fatuary, fol- 
lowing, that the Reſident. in conjunction with 
; the Nabod, fyund it neceſſary to aſſume them 
by. force of arms. Auerſe to evety ſpecies of 
| ſubordination, and emboldened perhaps by» 
former impunity, the two leading Eunuchs 
of. this, turbulent and imperious: woman had 
exerted themſelves ducing the Whole of that 
vuerval, in aſſembling, and calling in armed 
men trom all quarters: (Appendix, No. 6.) 
They had even tortiſiod and entrenched them- 
ſelves with a view to reſiſtance, in the.Begum's ' 
Kellab, (or Caſtle.) And when they at laſt 
| ſubmitted to ſuperior force, vxte found poſs 
ſeſſed of a very large ſtore off ammunition; pro- 
perly diſtributed . drawn up in regular order, 
« neces loaded, and matches lighted.” Such clear 
N proofs of premeditated: oppoſition to the com—- 
3 magds of ibeir Sovereign, alholum at all events 
with reſpect to ibem, and in c], (even if we 
admit the Begum herſelt to have had an inde- 
pende st right;; to her jagheer) ro/tonce was 
Wehe rabellion, and the preparation for 


reſiſtance 
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reſiſtance treaſon, cannot be overturned by any 
fophiſtical diſtinctions and prevaricating quibz 
bles of a Select Commictee; | Nor could the 
conſequences of this freſh provocation be other 
| thin we find in the Report, 2 eue of the BE 
guns ill gotten and \ilEapplied trraſures. This 
brings me, Sir, to your g grand maſter. piece of 
f inſinuation, to your luboured attempts to infer, 
that Mr. Haftings! has ſacfifleæc every hott” 
obligation; and every tieof rational honour; to 
the mere temporary advantage of his employ. 
ers. Having ſtared tlie falſure of the expecled 
relief from Cheyt Sing's wealth; and quoted 
tlie Governor Generals declaration, „ that” 
«>the Company's intereffi could on be pre- 
«ſerved from ſinking under the accumulate 
as weight which oppreflet them, by the ex- 
ertion, with a ſtrong hand, of ſome extra- 
6 ordinary means” * You pointedly* and tri- 
voumphantly exclaim, bh appears to bub I. 
had a new objet? for this tærrtim. No doubt 
| t had been one great motive of Mr. Ha?” © 
tings's journey to Oude, to to recover, and 
with juſtice) as much as poſſible of the enor- 5 
mous balance i in which the Visier ſtood en- 
I paged: ro 5 the Company © "as well as to alleviate 


by 
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by an immediate fine on Cheyt Sing, che pe 
cuniary diſtreſſes of the moment. — The t 4 
objects were perfectly diſtin@ ; and if in the 
one caſe the Governor -· General has ee F 
ta vs his un ſecret o th intended mulct, in, 
the other he has uniformiy maintained, that 


be looked to a reform in the finances of Oude, 
for the means of 2, gradual. extinction of the 
Vizier's debts. With this profeſſed determi- 
nation he left Calcutta; upon theſe grounds he, 
concerted his plan with the Vizier, and to theſe, . 
arrangements he confined; his expectations for 5 


the Company's s relief; in order to convict un 
of having ſelected a neu object per fas er 
| er immediately upon and in r 


Sing, js, incumbent on yay to prove, dec. 
ſively, poflivehy, and iocontroyertibly, chat 


he not only propoſed, hut abſolutely deter- 8 
eee eee 
purpoſe with the Vizier, viva voce, at Chunar; bn, 


and that the ſeizure of the Begum' sv ealth * 
would and muſt have taken place, even bad 


ſne quietly, obediently, and with a good grace, .. 
given up charge of her jagheers on the firſt 
ee the 0 Aumil Every ſen. bad 1 


N 1 tence 


2 * 


— 


* 
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tence of ybur report proves by inference the 
direct contrary. No mention whatever, no 
hint, no ſuſpicion of ſuch an intention tranſ- 
pires, till the 13th of January, 1782, and then 
no more than à ſurmiſe. It bears no part 
whatever in the inſtructions from the Gover- 
nor- General to the Reſident; it is not alluded 
to in the agreements between him and the 
Visier; and on the very '13th of January, 
when the Reſident infortns Mr. Haſtings of 
his having been obliged, by force of arms, to 
put the Nabob's party in poſſeſſion of the 
Begum's fortreſs, he appears totally unap- 
prized of any deſign in either party, to appro- 
priate her trraſures to public uſes. The firſt 
opening of the buſineſs comes in communĩ- 
cation from the Nabob himſ elf, and the very | 
expreſſion of his letter bears teſtimony to its 


being an after-thought, and an expedient very 


lately deviſed, I have” ſays he, to confirm 
and increaſe our friendſhip," even done that 
Which was not thought of, or reſolved.” (icth 
Report, page12.) This was alſo on the13th of 
January. The Governor-General, in his letter 
of the 23d of January, mentions, for the firſt 
time that © in addition to the former reſolution 
80 n the Begum' Y s jagheers, theNabob 
* had 


, 
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«had declared his reſolution. of reclaiming al 
< the treaſuſes of his family which were in 


their polſcfion,” (Appendix, No. 6.) If 5 


theſe two reſolutiuns had been co exiſlent, that 
1 for reſuming the jagheers gohld got have been 
f the Fern It the circ umſtance had been 
mentioned to the Nabob at the cime of draw 
ing vp the articles of agreement in September. 
1784, he yould not have ritten in January. 
17823 that he bad done that which Was nt 
thought ; and how much ſoever your Com- 
mittee may perceiye, by a; peruſal, of the 
Viaier's letters, ** the abſolute dependence of 
bis ſituation, (Page 21), his of the 13th,of 
January is beyond ia doubt, both in ſtile and 
fubject, ere , vel his n., Mr. Haſtings, in 
bis letter of the ad January, mentions, that 
he had a ſtrenuouſly encouraged and ſupported 
«* the Vizicr” in the reſolution of aſſuming 
his mother's treaſures, and founds his advice 


on experience of the pernicious uſes to which 
they had been, hitherto perverted. Then it is 


alſo, that we have the firſt i intimation of a de- 


ſign to apply this wealth to the liquidation of 


the Company's demands. Mr. Haſtings had 


been originally ſatisfied, with the hopes of a 
gradual but regular diſcharge, — The new turn. 


| 


* * — s — *. 
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of events, the incorrigible obſtinacy of the 
Begum, and the juſt provocations given to 


the Nabob, preſented him a brighter proſpect; 


and by a wonderful co- incidence of fortunate 
occurrences with his own ſtrenuous exertions, 
he was enabled to recover the whole of chat 


debt a once, and within two months of the pre- 
ciſe date of Mr. Francis's' moſt exhilarating © 


epiſtle, which aſſured the Directors, © that 
this debt, fo far from being diſcharged, 


eig by this time immoderately increaſed, 
„ and never can be diſcharged out of the 


* revenues of Oude.“ (Appendix to the 2d 


Report, No. 7.) How much ſoever the Na- 


- bob had reſolved to do that which was nat 
- thought of,” and how much ſoever the Go- 
 vernor=General had encouraged him in his re- 
ſolutions, no trace is to be found of the mode 
by which the ſentiments of each party upon 
this head were communicated. We can there - 


fore only judge that ir muſt” have been thro? 


the medium of ſome Vackeel, or confidential 


Miniſter, and moſt probably between the 


igth of December, when it was known chat 
che Nabob's Aumil had been repulſed in his 
8 W to take charge of che Nur s jag- 


8 heer, 


* 
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eg and the 12th of January, when the Na- 
hoh's.tr9ops, entered her Kellah. Yer ever 
then, after ſuch a ſeries of diſobedience, trea- 
Jan, and revolt, no very harſh or violent mea- 


tures ſeem to have been purſued with the old 


lady. The Reſident writes on the 3d of Feb: 
* that in his letters of the zoth, 25th, and 
- .+<. 27th ultimo, he had mentioned that. the 
Bo Begum had finally agreed 0 deliver up 
the treaſures of the late Nabgb. A bero- 


ment af victory, and in the ardour of rapacity. 


An isterval of at leaſt 1 days, by the C. 


mittee's awn account, (page 13) paſſed before 
the agreed to ſurrender, her wealth; and. in 
that period we. FAA but ſuppoſe parleys, 
-prapoſals, and negociations to have taken 
place (though not yet came to hand) by 
- which, the Begum was ar Jength induced 
perhaps pot wich the beſt grace in the 


« world—10. agree to deliver up her treaſures. 


f She did gre, (and Tou, Sir, have not 


been pleaſed to controvert that point) the 


original eag between Her and ber Son was 
#/atved by conſent, and the Guargatee ſecame 
| . gi an.. . 


( 
EN 


1 


=. 1 


fue they were uot forced from her in the mo- 


% 
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« of the public faith of the Company,“ * 
this bugbear of © a meaſure, which has ren 


ce dered the Engliſh name odious and X 
«teſtable to be found EY Only, Sir, 

Tour heated i imagination: in that Tha og 
of unnatbral conceits, pathetie extravagan- 


| ces, and POLE prejudices, ; | 


+ letter ki drawn to ft Get p 
kiigth, that I ſhall not ſtay to refute in for 


.- 
* 
- 


Tour tedious comments on the bye | 


| Gefieral's acceptance of ten Tack of Ruf 
from the Vizier. Mf. Haſtings has thro* fe 


been ſo uniformly and ſo notorioully inſen- 


| ible « to pecuniary advantages,” that T almoſt 


PEN, he ſhould even now have troubled 


Fimſelf to utter a wiſh on the ſubject. The 
docttine of Preſents, as a cotnpliment of uni. 
_ verſa uſe in Aſia, is perfectly underſtood in 


this” Country. An at of Parliament pro- A 


kibits the Tomipariy's S ſervants from the re- 
ceipt of preſents. But the fame act exptelles 
that any ſuch preſent accep ted, taken, or 
recęived, all be deemed to have been re- 
cived for the ſale. uſe of the Campany. —Beic 


ſo. Mr. Haſtings accepted 43 acks of ru- 
ey © os pees, 


„ 


pees, and in conformity to the act, appro- 
priated them to the Company s ſervice, But 


as this ſum was over and above all the dues, | 


debts, and demands of the Company on the 
- 'Vizier, the Governor-General hoped the 
length, the i importance, the integrity, and the 


ſucceſs of his ſervices, might reaſonably be 
pleaded as a claim upon'the depofit. He 9 | 


to owe his fortune to the bounty of his 
ployers, not to the civility of the Wai 5 
and the validity of his pretenſions will be 
weighed in an aſſembly, where, believe 12 > 
Sir, your credit wall kick the beam. 5 


-1 ſhall now take the liberty t to n my 
Ih nreſect correſpondence with you, and I fatter 


| myſelf there will never more be occaſion ta 


renew it. Your political taper has long. ſince | 
ſtunk in the ſocket ; Its flame, 1 think, ex 
pired in the whining letter to your enbght-, 


ened conſtituents of of Briſtol. * If per, | 


ances. may be rrufted, your public exiſtence - 


hangs on a very ſlender thread indeed; nor | 
do [I think it poſſible that the Select Com- 


mittee ſhould fulminate through og 
— ſeſſions hut J yl be miſtaken, The mh 
| 9 niſter 


4 


* 


„ 


| 
* 
. 


* 


| ( 77 


niſter of the day may 


keep You: above ſtairs. 
ever, be again let looſe 


find it convenient to 
Should you, how- 


upon the Governor- 


General, my pen is ſtill at your ſervice. And 
though I ſhall live to be aſhamed of having 
waſted my time and trouble, in combating 


ſuch unſubſtantial fantoms, I take a pride in 5 


ſubſcribing myſelf, 
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Right Honourable Sir, 
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